
Welcome to the Blandford 
Resilient Master Plan Visioning 
Session!
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2021
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
VIRTUAL SESSION
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Examples:
• Susan Thomas, Resident
• Joshua Garcia, Town Administrator

Welcome! 
If possible, please update your Zoom name to include your first and last name 
and affiliation by clicking on the “Participants” tab on the bottom of your 
Zoom screen and selecting ”More” by your name. 



TEAM INTRODUCTIONS
PROJECT MANAGERS
Kenneth Comia, AICP Senior Land Use Planner Land Use/Zoning

Catherine Ratté Section Head Climate Adaptation/Sustainability 

ENGAGEMENT CONSULTANTS
Alexis Lanzillotta Project Analyst Engagement and Outreach
Fiona Coughlan, AICP Community Planner Engagement and Outreach

CONTENT SPECIALISTS

Patty Gambarini Section Head Economic Development

Ted Harvey, AICP Senior Community Development Planner Housing

Gary Roux Section Head Transportation
Shannon Walsh Historic Preservation Planner Historical and Cultural Resources

Ray Centeno Graphics/Website Designer Graphic Design and Website

Jake Dolinger GIS Specialist GIS Mapping and Data

Douglas Hall, PhD Data Manager & Analyst Data Manager

Todd Zukowski Section Head GIS/Data and Communications
Andrew McCaul Senior Transportation Planner Transportation
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RMPC MEMBERS

David Hopson – School Superintendent and Town Moderator
Peter Langmore – Chair, Municipal Light Board
Pat Daviau – Member, Council on Aging
Mary Kronholm – Trustee, Library & Assistant Town Clerk
Doug Emo – Maintenance of Watson Memorial Park

Veteran, Lead Organizer for Annual Memorial Day
Ceremony

Edna Wilander – Vice Chair, Planning Board
Paul Martin – Treasurer, Planning Board  
Chips Norcross – Member, Historical Society  
Bob Kidd – Member, Historical Society
Jen Girard – Member, Board of Health  
Rene Senecal – Highway Superintendent

Gordon Avery – Water Superintendent 
Margit Mikuski – Director, Council on Aging
Linda Barnard – Member, Historical Society & Historical
Commission
Cara Letendre – Chair, Select Board
David Mottor – Fire Chief
Judith MacKinnon – Chair, Council on Aging
Nicole Daviau – Library Director
Joann Martin – Member, Recreation Committee

Town Administrator Assistant
Tj Cousineau – Cemetery Commissioner
Sonja Hutchins – Zoning Board of Appeals Member
Joshua A. Garcia – Town Administrator
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AGENDA

6:00 PM – 6:10 PM

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, 
AGENDA REVIEW

6:10 PM – 6:35 PM

VISIONING SESSION PRESENTATION –

• WHAT IS A MASTER PLAN? 
• WHAT’S ALREADY BEEN DONE?
• POLLING EXERCISE
• WHY IS VISIONING IMPORTANT?
• DEMO & "FUN FACTS!"

6:35 PM – 7:35 PM

BREAKOUT GROUPS

• STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, 
OPPORTUNITIES, THREATS 
(SWOT) DISCUSSION

7:35 PM – 7:50 PM

BREAKOUT DISCUSSION LEADER 
RECAP

7:50 PM – 8:00 PM

WHAT'S NEXT AND HOW TO 
STAY ENGAGED!
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WHAT IS A MASTER PLAN?
q Guided by MGL c. 41, §81D – must follow 

legal framework 
q Blueprint for the future
q Describes a long-term vision and how to 

achieve it
q Guides zoning changes, capital improvements  

budgeting, general decision-making/policy 
implementation

q Covers a time frame of 10-20 years

*A Master Plan is not a zoning bylaw, subdivision
regulation, Capital Improvement  Program, or other
regulatory  document!
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ELEMENTS OF A MASTER PLAN

Goals Land Use Housing
Economic

Development

Cultural and 
Historic 

Resources

Natural 
Resources, 

Open Space 
and 

Recreation

Transportation Services and 
Facilities Implementation
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q The Resilient Master Plan is a policy 
guidance document—not law.

q The town’s legislative and 
executive bodies implement the 
Plan’s  recommendations., i.e., Town
Meeting, Planning Board, etc.

q Boards/Commissions should use 
the Master Plan to guide decision-
making processes such as 
permitting decisions and 
governance by the Select Board.

IMPLEMENTATIONPROCESS
qReview existing conditions to 

identify issues, challenges and  
needs.

qDistill public input gained via 
survey, the Visioning Session, MPC 
meetings, and future public forums 
into Guiding Principles that will help 
us develop Goals.

qDevelop strategies to achieve
goals.

qImplementation
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WHAT’S ALREADY BEEN DONE?

qA lot has been done for a small town! 
qCommunity Development Plan (2003)
qOpen Space and Recreation Plan (2004)
qHousing Needs and Assessment Plan (2012)
qHazard Mitigation Plan (2016)
qVulnerability Preparedness and Resiliency 

Building Workshop (2019)
qCurrently updating the Open Space and 

Recreation Plan

However... Blandford has had a 
Master Plan!

9



PAST PLANS POLL:

Goal from the 2016 Hazard Mitigation Plan:
Create low-cost and preventative mitigation 
measures against natural hazards that are 
likely to increase in intensity as the effects 
of climate change grow.

Should this goal or a similar goal be in the 2030
Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure

*You should see the 
Poll appear on your 

screen, like the 
image above.



PAST PLANS POLL RESULT:

Goal from the 2016 Hazard Mitigation Plan:
Create low-cost and preventative mitigation 
measures against natural hazards that are 
likely to increase in intensity as the effects 
of climate change grow.

Should this goal or a similar goal be in the 2030
Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure 0
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Yes No Unsure

Poll #1 Results



PAST PLANS POLL:

Goal from the 2012 Housing Needs and 
Assessment Plan: 
Make Blandford a more inclusive and viable 
location to live while retaining the rural 
quality of the Town. 

Should this goal or a similar goal be in the 2030
Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure

*You should see the 
Poll appear on your 

screen, like the 
image above.



PAST PLANS POLL RESULT:

Goal from the 2012 Housing Needs and 
Assessment Plan: 
Make Blandford a more inclusive and viable 
location to live while retaining the rural 
quality of the Town. 

Should this goal or a similar goal be in the 2030
Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure
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Poll #2 Results



PAST PLANS POLL:

Action Items from the 2004 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan: 
Preserve and protect watersheds, establish 
scenic roads, and continue communication 
with Springfield Water and Sewer.

Should these action items or similar items be in
the 2030 Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure

*You should see the 
Poll appear on your 

screen, like the 
image above.



PAST PLANS POLL RESULT:
Action Items from the 2004 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan:  
Preserve and protect watersheds, establish 
scenic roads, and continue communication with 
Springfield Water and Sewer.

Should these action items or similar items be in 
the 2030 Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure
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Yes No Unsure

Poll #3 Results



PAST PLANS POLL:

Action Items from the 2003 Community Development
Plan:
Create a Mixed-Use Development Bylaw (try again),
prepare an Affordable Housing Zoning Bylaw, and
promote Blandford for vacations, retirement and
recreation.

Should these action items or similar items be in the
2030 Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure

*You should see the 
Poll appear on your 

screen, like the 
image above.



PAST PLANS POLL RESULT:
Action Items from the from the 2003 Community
Development Plan:
Create a Mixed-Use Development Bylaw (try 
again), prepare an Affordable Housing Zoning 
Bylaw, and promote Blandford for vacations, 
retirement and recreation.

Should these action items or similar items be in
the 2030 Resilient Master Plan?
qYes
qNo
qUnsure 0
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Yes No Unsure

Poll #4 Results



SO,WHY IS VISIONING IMPORTANT?
qTies together what has been done and what needs to 

be done.
qIs an opportunity for community participation in the 

planning process. 
qProvides feedback for a long-term vision for 

Blandford. 
qIs a cohesive statement crafted by YOU! A successful 

Visioning Session results in a shared sense of 
purpose.

qFeedback will influence the Plan’s goals and 
implementation strategies that make the vision a 
reality!

qHelps meet Blandford’s specific needs and values 
today. What worked in the past may not work now!

qWill be crafted throughout the planning process; will 
not be finalizing the Vision Statement today.



BLANDFORD 
SNAPSHOT

*Data is an essential 
component of a Master Plan! 

Data of current conditions 
and trends strongly affect 
the VISION, as well as the 

goals, recommendations and 
implementation of the plan.
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Blandford's population 
is projected to grow by 

only 47 people 
between 2020 and 

2040.

Blandford’s senior 
population grew 

16% from 2010 to 
2019.

Blandford’s median 
household income 

was $76,083 in 
2019. 

97% of Blandford’s 
housing is single-unit 

detached homes. 48% 
of housing units are 

60+ years old.

Blandford’s tax base 
is 82% residential, 

13% personal 
property, 4% 

commercial, and 
1% industrial.

Most of Blandford’s 
workers live in 

Russell. Most of 
Blandford’s residents 

work in Westfield.

Sectors Employing Blandford Workers Share
Public Administration 33%
Retail Trade 18%
Construction 14%
Professional, Scientific, and Technical
Services 13%

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 10%



FUN FACTS!
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Statistics are great and all…but tell me some cool facts!

The Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival 
started in Blandford in 1994. It was 
here for 5 years. The festival is in its 
27th year and is the only Scottish 

Festival in Massachusetts.

Blandford was originally granted to 
settlers of Suffield, CT. Residents 

petitioned for the land and renamed 
it “New Glasgow.” The then-

governor later changed the name to 
Blandford (in 1741), after the ship 

that brought him to America.

Blandford had the highest producing cheese value 
in the county ($7,681) in 1845. By 1865, Diamond 
Cheese Factory was producing 30% of Hampden 

County’s cheese at a value of $17,161. Two 
hundred dairy farms in Blandford employed over 

256 people at the time.

Blandford provided men and material 
throughout the Revolutionary War. When the 

first alarm came from Lexington, MA in 1775, 36 
men from Blandford and Chester set out under 

command of Captain John Ferguson of 
Blandford.

Charles Taggart of Blandford, born in 1843, served during the Civil War as 
a private in the 37th Massachusetts Infantry. At the Battle of Sayler's Creek in 1865, 

he captured a battle flag. For this action, he was awarded the Medal of Honor.



Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

IT’S TIME FOR OUR SWOT EXERCISE!
But what is a SWOT?

A SWOT helps determine what 
is working, what isn't working, 
what could be improved, and 

what can be left behind as 
Blandford looks to 2030!

We will now break into smaller 
groups for one hour to 

discuss! Further directions will 
be provided by your 
Discussion Leader.



Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

SWOT RECAP FROM DISCUSSION LEADERS

q What were the recurring 
topics of conversation?

q What were some key 
ideas? Recurring themes?

q What did your group want 
to see the most over the 
next 10 years?

q What did you learn?
q Final conclusions?
q Any last thoughts?



STAY ENGAGED!
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Visit the PROJECT WEBSITE to learn more 
about Blandford's Master Plan update
http://blandfordmasterplan.pvpc.org

Participate in our ONLINE VISIONING 
SURVEY until 2/15/21

www.tinyurl.com/BlandfordSurvey

We are on TIKTOK!

Videos will be posted to the Town website: 
https://townofblandford.com/ AND the Project Website 

Scan me or visit the URL to the left!

http://blandfordmasterplan.pvpc.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/BlandfordSurvey
https://townofblandford.com/


Thank you for attending the Blandford 
Resilient Master Plan Visioning Session!
SEND US YOUR IDEAS BY EMAILING OR CALLING:

Catherine Ratté, cratte@pvpc.org
(P): 413-285-1174 
Ken Comia, kcomia@pvpc.org
(P): 413-285-1175
Joshua Garcia, administrator@townofblandford.com
(P): 413-848-4279
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