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BLANDFORD RESILIENT MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE

MEETING #5
MARCH 18, 2021

3:00 PM, VIRTUAL MEETING



COMMUNITY SURVEY,
FOCUS GROUP TAKEAWAYS

VISIONING,
ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES



PRESENTATION AGENDA

1. Community Survey Results
2. Focus Group Takeaways
3. Vision Statement
4. Issues and Opportunities



COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA + FINDINGS

§ Survey Period: Mid-January – February 15, 2021
§ 170 Respondents
§Questions to identify respondents

§ Length of residency
§ Homeowner, renter or household member
§ Gender identity
§ Description of Household



Other reasons:
• Privacy
• Inherited homes
• Low taxes



HOUSING

Do you believe 
there is enough 
housing for 
Blandford seniors 
of varying incomes 
and abilities?



HOUSING



LAND USE



ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT



OPEN SPACES + 
NATURAL RSOURCES



COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA + FINDINGS
§ Residents are not inclined to support multi-unit housing styles, which can address housing 

availability for younger families, singles, and seniors

§ Opportunity should be provided for small businesses to land in the Blandford town center

§ Residents really want to see more community events, utilizing venues like the Town Hall Gym 
or White Church.

§ Land owned by Springfield Water Department has limited access to Cobble Mountain 
Reservoir for Blandford residents – an amenity that was enjoyed prior to September 11, 2001.

§ Nature and a low population has drawn people to Blandford to live



FOCUS GROUP TAKEAWAYS
§ Residents love the rural, small-town living
§ Seniors could use additional programming and housing for aging in place
§ Turnpike!
§ Springfield Water Department
§ Ability to use other town destinations as opportunities
§ Reliance on volunteers
§ Continued dependence on Town Administrator



VISION STATEMENT





ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

LAND USE
§ Encouraging redevelopment in the town center
§ Rural features

§ Scenic Roadway Designations + Public Shade Trees
§ Restrictions on (re)development
§ Site Plan Review standards
§ Home occupations/cottage industries
§ Open Space Residential Development (Cluster housing)



ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

TRANSPORTATION
§Complete streets
§ Senior van service
§Continued monitoring of roadways and culverts to remain in a 

state of good repair
§ Expand existing pedestrian network



ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

HOUSING
§ Population and growth

§ Aging community
§Housing affordability
§Housing choice types
§ Resilience in home construction



ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

OPEN SPACE and NATURAL RESOURCES
§ Sustain high water quality
§ Springfield Water Department
§Connect wildlife and trail corridors
§Community resilience

§ Addressing stormwater
§ Continued evaluations of potential impacts of climate change



ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

CULTURAL RESOURCES
§Historic buildings
§ Preservation Plan and Resiliency
§Cultural events and opportunities



ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES
§ Public services
§ Fiber optic installation
§Water infrastructure
§Building Maintenance and Accessibility
§Continued



ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY
§Natural resources need to be tied into the plan
§ Remote lifestyles have resulted in challenges
§ Eversource and poor response time
§Community does come together in the event of an emergency
§Ahead of its neighbors

§ Green Community Designation, EV leader, hybrid police cruiser
§ “Be Green” program to provide intergenerational 

opportunities



QUESTIONS &
DISCUSSION

Kenneth Comia, AICP
kcomia@pvpc.org

Catherine Ratté
cratte@pvpc.org

CONTACT

Joshua Garcia, Town Administrator
administrator@townofblandford.com
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